
Children’s 
Summit
Luther Seminary

Welcoming
Children

An opportunity for 
pastors, lay leaders 
and parents to focus 
on children’s issues 
related to faith, culture, 
congregational 
ministry and advocacy

April 4–5, 2008
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn.
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Join Luther 
Seminary’s Children, 
Youth and Family 
team for an energetic 
two days focusing on 
ministering with and 
for children.

Welcoming Children

“Whoever welcomes one such child in 
my name welcomes me.” 

—Matthew 18:5

What does it mean to welcome children? 
How do we do it in Jesus� name? Children 
are hurting in our neighborhoods, in our 
towns, across the United States and 
around the world. Yet at the same time, 
they bring great energy and joy to our 
communities. How can communities of 
faith be present to children and how can 
we learn from them? What might children�s 
ministry look like if we recognize that 
children minister to and with us as much 
as we minister to them? Join us as we pray 
together, learn together, worship together 
and advocate for children together. 

Location

The Children�s Summit will be held  
in the Olson Campus Center at Luther 
Seminary (1490 Fulham St., St. Paul, MN 
55108)

For complete directions, go to 
www.luthersem.edu/campus

Lodging

Luther Seminary has a limited number  
of guest rooms available at low prices; 
please call 651-523-1619 or  
stubhr@luthersem.edu

For more info and a list of local hotels, visit 
www.luthersem.edu/campus/hotels_
housing.asp.

Register Online

www.luthersem.edu/ 
childrens_summit

Questions? Contact Carole Joyce at 
cjoyce001@luthersem.edu



Registration 
(Or register online: www.luthersem.edu/childrens_summit)

Name(s) 

Congregation/Institution (if any)

Address

City	 State 	 Zip

Main Contact E-mail

Main Contact Phone

Cost 
Registration deadline: March 15, 2008  
All individual or group registrations received  
after March 15 are $135 per person.	 Total
o $125 for 1 person	 ________

o $100 each for 2 people	 ________

o $75 each for 3 or more people (No.:______)	 ________

o I�d like to reserve ______ copies of 	 ________ 
�Welcoming Children� for $20 each  
(40 percent off cover price, pick up at registration)
	 Grand Total: ________

o Check enclosed (make payable to Luther Seminary)
o Visa	 o MasterCard 

Name on Credit Card

Card Number

Expiration Date

Signature

Mail to: Children, Youth and Family Ministry, Luther Seminary,  
2481 Como Ave, St. Paul, MN 55108

Join people like you  
with a passion for 
sharing the journey  
of faith with children. 

Together you’ll learn to:

Encounter God…
in the moment • in spiritual 
imagination • in children • in 
storytelling, ritual and community 
service • in everything you do

Proclaim Christ…
in the world today • with people of 
all ages • in the word • through the 
arts • in prayer

Create a Vision…
as summit participants by 
discussing the needs of children 
today and how Christian 
communities can respond.

Friday Evening  
Special Presentation 
TVbyGIRLS is a local non-pro�t 
organization with the mission 
of inspiring girls to develop their 
leadership potential, imagination, 
intellect and ability to create 
compassionate change in the world. 

On Friday evening TVbyGIRLS will 
present a trailer from �Undercover,� a 
collaboration between Jewish, Muslim, 
Christian and non-sectarian girls 
that explores public perceptions and 
stereotypes, fears and confusions. 
This will be followed by a panel 
discussion with the �lmmakers.

The presentation is free and open to 
the public. Guests are welcome.

Plenary Speakers  

Joyce Ann Mercer is on the faculty 
at Virginia Theological 
Seminary. An accomplished 
practical theologian, she 
has served in churches 
and other institutions in 
contexts as varied as inner- 
city Minneapolis and the 

Philippines. Mercer is raising two sons and 
a daughter with her husband. Her current 
research focuses on work with adolescent 
girls. 

Mary Hess is a member of the Children, 
Youth and Family Ministry 
faculty at Luther. A 
passionate advocate for 
educational leadership, her 
research focuses on the 
ways in which media shapes 
religious experience and what 

churches can do about it. Hess is raising 
two sons with her husband, and is learning 
from them about digital culture. 

Summit Speakers 
Rev. Stephen Bouman, bishop of 
ELCA Metro New York Synod 

Rev. Kelly Chatman, senior 
pastor of Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, Minneapolis 

Dr. Lisa Kimball, senior research 
associate at The Search 
Institute, Minneapolis

Rev. Umo Udo, director of 
spiritual care at Catholic 
Charities of the Archdiocese of 
St. Paul and Minneapolis

Workshops
•	Storytelling

•	Families Together

•	Living & Learning the Word— 
Awakening Children to Scripture

•	Spirituality of Welcoming an Infant

•	Life in the Fishbowl—Faith Parenting  
and Ministry

•	Welcoming Children and Families  
with Special Needs

•	Welcoming Children Through  
Advocacy and Action

•	Welcoming Children as Disciples in  
the Faith Community

•	Welcoming Very Young Children

•	Welcoming Children in Worship

•	Welcoming, Supporting and  
Equipping Parents

Schedule
Fri., April 4, 2008

Noon	 Registration (Olson Campus Center)
1:00 	 Joyce Mercer, �Welcoming Children�
2:30	 Break with snacks
3:00	 Workshops
4:15	 Break
4:30	 Workshops
6:00	 Dinner and networking
7:00	 �Undercover���lm presentation  

and discussion
8:30	 Adjourn with continuing hospitality

Sat., April 5, 2008
8:00	 Gather, light continental  

breakfast available
8:30	 Public Summit Conversation
9:30	 Break
9:45	 Mary Hess, �Show and Tell� 

Living with Faith in a Media World� 
11:15	 Break
11:30	Worship  

(Bishop Stephen Bouman preaching)
12:30	Box lunch


