June 19-23, 2006. Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN, 2481 Como Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55108
THEOLOGICAL LENSES FOR BIBLE AND SERMON

Instructor: Paul Scott Wilson, Professor of Homiletics, Emmanuel College, University of
Toronto. 416-585-4545 (0); 416-761-1791 (h); paul.wilson @utoronto.ca

Learning Goals

This course examines the importance of a theological reading of Scripture and a God-centered

focus for creative preaching. The class will consider the strengths and limitations of both pre-

modern and contemporary historical-critical biblical interpretation and will explore new ways of

conceiving proclamation. The goals include:

1) to help preachers be creative and faithful;

2) to reassess interpretative methods for preaching;

3) to learn how to move beyond teaching in the sermon to proclaiming;

4) to explore practical sermon sub-forms that assist in God-centered preaching, and;

5) to reclaim something of the joyousness of the good news and of sharing the faith in a
postmodern age.

Course Method

Sixteen ninety-minute sessions will be offered over five days. Class time will include
presentations by the instructor and students, discussion of these presentations and the assigned
reading material, and preaching by student participants with feedback. Note that coursework is
not complete until the sermon manuscript and the accompanying reflection paper have been
submitted to the instructor in the fall.

Schedule

June 19 The Literal Meaning of a Text
2:00 — 5:00 p.m.

June 20 Theological Lenses for Reading Scripture; The Gospel and the Biblical Text
8:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.; 1:30 — 5:00 p.m.

June 21 Teaching and Proclamation; Sermon Sub-forms
8:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.; 1:30 — 5:00 p.m.

June 22 Proclamation
8:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.; 1:30 — 5:00 p.m.

June 23 Proclamation
8:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m

Requirements

1) Students are to have completed all the reading plus the first assignment by June 19, 2006.
Read Barbara Brown Taylor’s sermons with the purpose of identifying exactly what is the good
news of each sermon and what is her theme sentence.



2) Class attendance and participation.

3) Be ready from the first class with a two page presentation. Students with last names beginning
with A-C are to write on the subject of allegory in the Bible; D-K on allegorical interpretation of
the Bible; L-R on typology in the Bible; and S-Z on typological interpretation of the Bible (see
Greidanus and Davis in the bibliography or a good dictionary of the Bible for extra help).

4) Bring to the course a recent or new sermon that you will revise according to class teachings
and then preach (all or a portion of it, depending upon the student numbers and the time
available) to the class.

5) One new sermon manuscript that you will write and submit by November 1, 2006 that will
demonstrate the following: (1) making God the focus; (2) employing some of the following the
following sermon sub-forms discussed in class: testimony (praise; narrative of thanksgiving);
exhortation (of the nurturing kind), invocation; proclamation, and celebration (hymnic; call and
response); (3) ‘echoes’ from the cross and canon (i.e. appropriate typology). Submission may be
via email directly to the instructor.

6) A 3-5 page reflection paper based on the above sermon and that considers the items listed

above in #5 and your own attempts to be more creative and joyous in proclamation. Submission
may be via email directly to the instructor.
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