PREACHING IN A POSTMODERN WORLD
David Lose, Assistant Professor of Homiletics
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN

2481 Como Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55108
651.641.3455 / dlose @luthersem.edu

Learning Goals

This elective encourages a deeper look at the postmodern condition and its implications for
preaching. We will think together about what demands postmodernity makes upon, and what
opportunities it affords, preachers. Our aims include

1) to sketch the broad philosophical contours that describe the postmodern world;

2) to note the ways such an outlook manifests itself in our cultural and congregational settings;
3) to consider the demands postmodernity makes upon preachers wishing to communicate
effectively within the framework of this world view;

4) to apprehend the opportunities to reclaim a vibrant, dynamic understand of Christianity that
the postmodern world affords; and

5) to discern concrete strategies for effective and faithful preaching in our postmodern setting.

Procedure

The course will meet for sixteen ninety-minute sessions over five days; the topics governing each
day are listed below. Class time will incorporate presentations by the instructor, discussion of
these presentations and the assigned material, and homiletical exercises led by student
participants (see “Required Work™ #3). Note that coursework is not completed until the required
sermon and accompanying materials have been submitted to the instructor!

Schedule
June 20 Postmodernity: The End of the World as We Know It?
2:00 —5:00 p.m.
June 21 Truth and Reality in a Postmodern World.
8:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.; 1:30 — 5:00 p.m.
June 22 Narrative, Imagination, and the Postmodern Hearer.
8:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.; 1:30 — 5:00 p.m.
June 23 The Postmodern Bible and Questions of Meaning and Authority.
8:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.; 1:30 — 5:00 p.m.
June 24 Confessing Christ and Postmodern Preaching.

8:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.



Required Work
Including the periods before, during, and after the week of class meetings, this course requires
the following five kinds of work:

1.

2.

Read and view all required material prior to the first class session.

Attendance at and participation in all class sessions which reflects comprehension and use of
required material.

Leading a 25-30 minute homiletical exercise involving either a sermon or significant

exegetical work toward a sermon. In these exercises, the presenter receives significant critical

feedback on a sermon and peers receive practice in critical reflection on the task of

preaching. These exercises should be compromised of one of the following activities, shared

with the other participants during the week of class meetings, and scheduled at the first class

session (participant presentations begin on Tuesday afternoon):

¢ Videotape of a sermon (or portion thereof) from the student-participant’s congregation
that addresses the issues germane to this course;

e Sermon or a “work in progress” preached in class that addresses issues germane to this
course;

e Report and discussion of exegetical proposal for a future sermon that seeks to incorporate
and/or demonstrate central issues of the course.

e Review of one of the recommended books in relation to an actual sermon recently
preached or one currently “in the works.”

e Review of a current movie, book, play (or other “cultural element”) that gets at issues
germane to the course in relation to an actual sermon recently preached or one currently
“in the works.”

Please note! Participants should be completely prepared to present at the start of the week.

Last-minute decisions reflect poor planning and lead to weak presentations.

One sermon to be preached and video-taped on September 19.

A 1-2 page exegetical report, and 3-5 page reflection paper, on the sermon mentioned in #4,
following the guidelines for such papers to be supplied during class.
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