
The King of the Jews
Sept 17-Oct. 15
Pontius Pilate executed Jesus with the strange charge above his head:
The King of the Jews. In our Lay School sessions, we will explore the
following historical and theological questions:

1. What did this title mean for Herod the Great in the time of Caesar Augustus?

2.What was the significance of the title for Jesus and Pilate in the time 
of the Emperor Tiberius?

3. How does the title communicate the secret epiphany of Mark's Gospel?

4.In Matthew's account, what is the prophetic force of the title for 
the Judeans?

5. How does Pilate's sarcasm bear the profound truth of Luke's narrative?

Instructors
David Tiede, emeritus president and professor of New Testament, Luther Seminary,

Bernhard M. Christensen professor of religion and vocation, Augsburg College

Course Hours
Noon-2 p.m.

The Gospel of John
Sept 17-Oct. 15
The Gospel of John invites the reader into a relationship with the Word
of God incarnate in Jesus Christ. In compelling ways the actions, teachings
and signs of Jesus draw the reader into the conflict that Jesus and the
early Christian church faced in making known and proclaiming God's
living presence in the Roman world. Jesus' final words from the cross,
"It is finished," proclaim the completion of Jesus' earthly ministry and
Jesus' resurrection words, "Receive the Holy Spirit," empower and lead
us into our life and witness to Jesus Christ in the 21st century world.

Instructor
Paul Berge, professor emeritus of New Testament

Course Hours
7-9 p.m.

Are We Following Jesus?
Sept 17-Oct. 15
We will ponder Ashley Montagu's assertion that "There are millions of
Christians in the world but very few followers of Jesus" and then ask
“Are we following Jesus in our personal lives and in our life together 
as members of congregations, denominations and of the human family?"
We will consider and discuss several current, controversial issues and will
focus especially on misperceptions of reality that tempt us to conform
to the ways of the world instead of following "the way" of Jesus.

Instructor
Lowell Erdahl, bishop emeritus of the ELCA St. Paul Area Synod

Course Hours
7-9 p.m.

GENERAL INFORMATION
The Lay School of Theology is a program of informal, 
non-credit classes taught by seminary professors for
laypersons who want to learn more about matters that
relate to their Christian faith and life.

CCuurrrriiccuulluumm
The Lay School curriculum for 2007-2008 includes courses
in Bible—portions of the Old and New Testaments—as well
as a variety of other topics, such as Islam, the Triune God,
following Jesus and church life in modern fiction.

LLooccaattiioonn  aanndd  SScchheedduullee
Classes usually meet on the Luther Seminary campus during
five consecutive Mondays. Evening classes meet from 7-9 p.m.
in Northwestern Hall, 1501 Fulham Street. Daytime classes
meet from 12-2 p.m. in Stub Hall, 2329 Hendon Avenue.

RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  aanndd  CCoossttss
Please register online at http://www.luthersem.edu/lifelong_
learning/layschool/ or complete and mail the registration
form in this brochure along with payment in full to Luther
Seminary before the first class session. Early registration 
is encouraged.

The fee per course is $60. Those who register for three or
more courses at one time pay $55 per course.

WWeebbccaasstt
Three courses are also available via interactive 

webcast. To attend a course via webcast you will need a
high speed Internet connection. Instructions on how to
access the webcast class will be emailed to participants prior
to class. Please register online if you are attending 
via an interactive webcast class. Congregation rate 
for webcast is $100 per course. Courses are archived for
one week for those who are registered. 

A Centered Life® Course
These courses encourage the connections between

faith and daily life.

AAddddiittiioonnaall  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
For additional information, call the Center for Lifelong
Learning at Luther Seminary, 651.641.3416, or email us at
kairos@luthersem.edu.

FALL
Scenes of Church Life 
in Modern Fiction
Oct. 22-Nov. 19
How authentically is the life of the church portrayed in fiction? Have
churches, their clergy, sermons, and all the rest of the church been 
presented sympathetically or unsympathetically? We will consider the
answers to these questions and more through the reading and discussion
of authors such as Hawthorne, Melville, Bernanos, Graham Greene,
John Updike, Frederick Buechner, Edwin O’Connor, Marilynne Robinson,
and others.

A thoughtful reading of these authors can serve as a helpful (if imperfect)
mirror for congregational life in the contemporary setting.

Instructor
David Stewart, director of library services; lecturer, Luther Seminary

Course Hours
Noon-2 p.m.

Jesus the Savior and the Triune God
Oct. 22-Nov. 19
A study of the Christian confession that Jesus Christ is the Savior of 
the world. Biblical, historical, creedal, confessional, and contemporary
models provide the basis for understanding and interpreting the person
and work of Jesus Christ and the consequent Trinitarian understanding
of God.

Instructor
Steven Paulson, professor of systematic theology

Course Hours
7-9 p.m.

The Gospel of Mark: 
A Handbook for Daily Life
Oct. 22-Nov. 19
We will walk through the Gospel of Mark together, identifying specific
themes and passages in which the gospel story contributes to its relevance
to our story today. We will look at the practical ways in which Mark
speaks to our ordinary daily lives.

Instructor
Jack Fortin, executive director, Center for Lifelong Learning

Course Hours
7-9 p.m.
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